
Destinatio n Déco r

Questions to Ask

How to Use Your Sp ace Effectively

Learn How to Decorate Your Destination Site, Without Ever Seeing it in Person.

Planning a  destination wedding is harder than most pe ople think. Why, you ask. Well , 
because de pending up on your location, you may not have  the opportunity to  see it before your 
wedding day. Ta ke note, planning  a destinat ion wedding is not for the fa int hearted or those yo u 
want to have control over the wedding pl anning. Most destination weddings requir e a great dea l 
of trust in the wedding professional on-site. 

Now, even though the y can be a challeng e, they are not impossible to manage. I  would 
say selecting  the décor elements is the hardest planning element for destination weddings. For 
many c ouples, it is hard to imag ine what the space wi ll look like if you  can’t physically see it. 
Don’t worry. Th is article outl ines what questions to ask, how to use the s pace effect ively and 
suggestions on what to take and what not to take. 

1. What flower and decorations are included in my wedding package? 
2. What features do I love most abo ut this destination? (Such as, lush gardens, v iew of the 

mountains, the look of the Chateau, etc.)
3. Are digital pictures and site  schematics ava ilable? 
4. Is there a wedding professional  on-site to assist me w ith questions and concerns? 
5. What items am I al lowed to bring or not to bring?  
6. May I ship f lowers and décor items direct ly to the site?
7. How long w ill we have  to decorate the space? 

Many times destination weddings have the ceremony and reception in the same space. 
Therefore, you mus t design the room for a multipurpose an d easy transfor mation from ceremon y 
to reception. It is important to se parate the two areas, even if they are  back to back. (See layout 
example 1) 
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If this is not possible, then I recommend having the ceremony, the n moving guests to a small  
cocktai l area wh ile the rec eption area is set-up where the ceremony o nce was located.
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Other things to items to consider in your layout design are : 
Where are the restrooms and kitchen located?
If guest w ill need to take pathways to get to and from ens ure you create direct ional signs 
and consider l ighting them w ith luminar ies, torches or other lighting elements. 
Use what’s alr eady there. If there  are ledges to s it on, built  in wall niches for decorat ions , 
large porches for a cockta il area,  etc.

Obviously you can ’t take everything  with, especia lly is you are trave ling to Hawa ii, the 
Caribbean, or overseas. But, there may be items you wil l need to take w ith you. 

– be advised that the US Department of Ag ricultura l regulates a ll out going and 
incoming plant, an imal or bug materia ls. That means yo u will not be able to keep any of your 
fresh f lowers  from any place outside the domestic US. (So, nothing f rom Hawai i, either). If you 
want to be able to keep your wedding bo uquet, have a s ilk bouquet created and take it w ith you. 
(Check out www.B loomedToLast.com  for beautiful si lk bouquet s.) 

– again be carefu l about yo ur favor sel ection. Food items, or plant l ife will be restr icted, 
so cho ose a smaller gift item such as shot glasses, fans, f lip-flops etc. If  you real ly want a food 
item, check  to see what the loca l cuisines or del icacies are and have small er portions created and 
wrapped for favors. 

– this is an easy take, or ha ve them shipped ahead t o your destination sp ot. Other 
items l ike tab le numbers, cake serv ing sets, toasting glasses etc should all  be shipped ah ead and 
after the ev ent have them shipped h ome. 
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